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Abstract:

Objectives. This article presents the results of a multidisciplinary consensus conference held to recommend
a research agenda on the relationship between aging and environmental sustainability and conservation.
The intersection of these two topics has important implications for the health and well-being of older
persons but it has thus far received little scientific attention. Methods. The consensus conference was
conducted with gerontological experts from various disciplines and environmental scientists. Using a
structured methodology, participants achieved consensus on recommendations for a research agenda on
aging and environmental sustainability. Results. Eight major recommendations for research are detailed in
this article as well as cross-cutting research themes affecting all areas, including racial and economic
diversity, geographical region, cohort, and intergenerational linkages. Discussion. Given the vulnerability of
older persons to environmental threats detailed by the consensus conference, conferees recommended that
research on these topics be urgently promoted, both by researchers and by funding agencies.
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Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker, Researcher

Early Warning System: ™

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

A focus of content
Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Page 1 of 3


http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0898264310381278
What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?


Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: &

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co-Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases

A focus of content
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
General Health Impact
Intervention: X
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: @
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Elderly
Resource Type: @
format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion, Review
Resilience: X

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: &
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time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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